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Objectives 

 

The main objectives of the studyare: 

 

1. To analyse the political participation of the Kukis. 

2. To find out the voting behaviour of NLA general election 2018 of Peren district. 

 

Methodology 

 

For the present study a survey was conducted among the Kuki villages of Peren district Nagaland. Both 

primary and secondary datas were used. Primary datas like interview and informal interaction and 

secondary datas such as books, journals, periodicals and census reports were followed to collect the 

relevant datas. A simple random sampling of the voting behaviour has been used to find out the real 

condition. 

 

Study area 

 

With fertile foothills valley as well as mountainous terrain, Peren District is located between longitude  

93°E – 94°E and latitude 25° N-26°N of the Equator at altitudes ranging from 800- 2500 metres above the 

sea level. It borders Manipur in the East and South, Assam in the West, Dimapur District in the North and 

Kohima District in the North-East. The population of Peren District is entirely tribal with the Zeliangs and 

Kukis as the dominant indigenous inhabitants. According to 2011 Census, the total population of Peren 

District is 95,219 comprising of 49,714 males and 45,505 females respectively.  Comparatively, the state 

occupies 4th Place in terms of area at 1,651 sq. km. At 55 persons per sq. km, Peren has least density of 

population in the State. The populations were considered predominantly rural with 81,429 while 13,790 

were considered as urban residents.  The overall sex ratio is 915 female per 1000 male while the child sex 

ratio (0-6) is 935.The literacy rate of Peren is 77.9 percent, with 82.8 percent male and 72.6 percent female. 

Abstract 

Since before Nagaland attain its statehood on 1
st
 Dec.1963, the Kukis stood as one of the brothers 

fighting for their freedom and political rights. The two ethnic communities back in 1990s had a political 

crisis which leads to a huge amount of destruction of Properties, Land and human lives in Manipur and 

Nagaland. However both the ethnics later had their mutual understanding. Their participation in politics-

elections is acknowledged. Now the Kukis have 20 recognized villages and towns under Peren district 

and took great steps socially, politically and spiritually in the region. Their participation in the NLA 

election 2018 has inspired the outsiders of the region and shares common feelings and freedom of 

understanding in the regionfor change and development. 
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Introduction 

Nagaland is known to be a remote state in the far Northeastern part of India. Nagaland attained its 

statehood on 1st of December, 1963, becoming the 16th state of India having 1.9 million populations with 

eleven districts, comprising of 16 tribes and various sub-tribes who have their own languages and 

dialects. The Kukis constitute one of several hill tribes within it. Some fifty tribes of Kuki peoples in India 

are recognized as Scheduled Tribes based on the dialect spoken by that particular Kuki community as well 

as their region of origin. The early history of the Kukis is obscure. The origin of the word Kuki is uncertain, 

but like the word Naga, it is an exonym. The Kukis are nomadic and recognized as Scheduled  

 

Tribe who belongs to a Mongoloid racial group. According to the colonial British writer Adam Scott Reid, 

the earliest reference to the word Kuki can be dated to 1777 CE, when it first appeared in British records.  

The Kukis, also known as the Chin are one of the hill tribe Zo people belongs to Tibeto-Burman tribal 

peoples spread throughout the North Eastern states of India, North Western Burma, and the Chittagong Hill 

Tracts of Bangladesh. In Northeast India, they are present in all states except Arunachal Pradesh. However 

the Kukis are spread over different parts of the district in Nagaland. The major dialects and languages 

spoken in the district are Zeme, Liangmai, Kuki, Rongmei, Nagamese and English. Peren district had 

itsexperienced of the turbulent political movement during Pre-Independence to Post-Independence 

period and the people of the district were closely associated with the freedom movement led by the Late 

Rani Gaidinliu as well as with the Naga political struggle. 

 

Political participation 

HenlunSingson was the first MLA in the Nagaland Legislative Assembly among the Kukis in Nagaland and 

LengjangKuki (Interpreter) was one who signed the Simon Commission on March 26, 1928. Although the 

Kukis and Nagas did not have strong political relationship since from the Kuki-Naga Conflict (Manipur) in 

1990s, the Kukis in Peren district have a strong mutual co-operation with the people living out there. 

Though their participation in contesting election in Peren district for Nagaland Legislative Assembly is 

rare they actively participate in voting against their candidates to form the government. The political 

affairs have brought the communities together to join hands together and have brotherly loving in this 

area. Besides politics the Kukis also enjoyed the Land ownership, culture, environment etc. The Kukis in 

general practice the customary Law which deals with all the matters affecting their rights. The institution of 

Haosatna begins at home. Each set of rule applied to the household is also applied to the Village 

(Khosung), Area (Lhang), State (Gamkai) and National level governance (KukiInpi). No Kukis can be 

isolated from the village community. The village administration is the larger unit of each family‟s 

governance. This HaosaInpi or Village Administration is called the “Kuki Traditional Government.” This 

government was and had been the traditional government of the Kuki people and is also the highest court 

of appeal.Each Kuki village has its own traditional government called “Inpi.” Since this Inpi was born with 

the Kukis, the institutional laws of the village Inpi are also the culture of the Kukis. This government was not 

the later development among the Kukis. The Inpi was when the inception of the Kukis. It was not a man 

made Inpi but ascribe (born) with the Kukis. 

The modern youths of the Kukis are in search of identity, adapting others‟ culture and governments as 

though belonged to them. Gradually, the Kuki youths are leaving their own traditional heritages and 

merging toward the so called Pop culture which pulls people of the world together. If they are not 

properly informed they will soon be people without culture and therefore, a paper as such is a need of the 

hour which intends to find the traditional government of the Kuki people in centuries, and inform Kuki 

youths to enhance and elevate their traditional government that exists since time immemorial. It will not be 

a perfect paper but what has been written here would serve as a catalyst for further development and 

enlightens the mind of the Kuki youths and helps them to rediscover and restore their traditional value as a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scheduled_tribe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exonym
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj
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nation. The Kukis have actively participated in the National, State as well District level in a matter related 

to politics for their rights. 

Vote cast against candidate 

The Nagaland Legislative Assembly election, 2018 was held on 27 February 2018 in 59 out of 60 

constituencies of the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland. The scheduled election in Northern Angami 

II constituency did not take place as only incumbent MLA Neiphiu Rio was nominated and was therefore 

declared elected unopposed. Peren district is politically divided into two constituency‟s i.e Peren and 

Tenning. Peren is a State Assembly constituency in the Peren district and South region of Nagaland and is a 

part of the Nagaland Parliamentary constituency. There are a total of 29168 voters in the constituency, of 

which 14343 are male, 14825 female. Tenning is a State Assembly constituency in the Peren district and 

South region of Nagaland and is a part of the Nagaland Parliamentary constituency. There are a total of 

26619 voters in the constituency, of which 13466 are male and 13153 female. All together five candidates 

have contested for the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 2018. T.R Zeliang (NPF, Peren) and NamriNchang 

(NDPP, Tenning) have won the Constituencies election for NLA general election 2018. 

Following are the Kuki villages who have cast their vote in two constituencies underPeren District for the 

Nagaland Legislative Assembly general election 2018. 

 

Table-I: vote cast from kuki villages 

 

Source: Chief Electoral Officer(CEO), Nagaland 2018 

 

From the above Table I, it is clear that a total of 5,735 votes were cast and from all the Kuki villages under 

Peren district of Nagaland. It is found thatAhthibung Town S/W has the highest number of votes which 

reach 675, followed by 670 from Ahthibung Town N/W respectively. On the other hand Songou has only 40 

voters which is the least number of vote cast from among all the Kuki villages. 

 

Villages Votes Villages Votes 

Sinjol „A‟ Lower 58 Vongkithem 203 

Phaikholum 43 Phaijol 337 

Old Soget 217 New Chalkot 227 

Khelma 298 Phanzang 193 

New Soget 75 Saijang 312 

Bongkolong 528 Lilen 472 

Pelhang 501 Sailhem 163 

Inbung 326 Songou 40 

Athibung Town N/W 670 Songlhuh 226 

Old Chalkot 171 Ahthibung Town S/W 675 

Total: 5,735 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Nagaland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Angami-II_(Vidhan_Sabha_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Angami-II_(Vidhan_Sabha_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Angami-II_(Vidhan_Sabha_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neiphiu_Rio
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Conclusion 

In conclusion it can be said that transmission of identity is highly associated with personal experience 

which is mostly non-verbalized and even via consciousness. However, religious rooted identities would 

thus be mutually acknowledged by others. Interaction between modernity and Politic may also easily 

produce tensions which can leads to serious conflicts in one‟s life, however, the sense of brotherhood and 

interdependent upon the communities are highly acknowledged. The Kukis have shown and extended 

their loving hand for the development of this region politically, economically, spiritually and so on.  

Therefore, it is found that the two ethnic communities have good mutual understanding, co-operation and 

interdependence in all respects. As a result it is clear that in the 2018 NLA general election the Kukis form 

20 villages and towns under Peren district cast their vote for betterment and prosperity for the state and 

not for any economic and political gain. Out of 20,527 votes, 5,735 votes were cast form the Kuki villages 

and town under Tenning constituency. It is found that the Kukis in general in Nagaland have politically a 

sound mind for the development of the state. Their participation in politics is acknowledged in the region 

though they have different traditional customary law in formation of the leadership among them.It is a 

relationship between me and you, my thought and your thought, between all of us and all of our ways of 

thinking.  

So if our consciousness be transformed in such a way that we want to devote ourselves to each other 

positively and always enrich our political identity through mutual co-operation then relationship between 

the communities in this region will always spread with good seeds.  
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